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Tara.  Oh, please, your Majesty.   Do, please, do this favour to poor

little me.

Valin.  Hearken to my prowess.

Aforetime, Tara, at the churning of the nectar, I went and
laughed at the legions of gods, demons, and ogres. And they
were all astounded when they saw me dragging that lengthyT
lord of serpents with his glaring eyes. (11)

Tara.    Oh, please, your Majesty.

Valin.  Come now, be obedient and go within.

Tara.   I am going, unhappy that I am.    [Exit.]

Valin.  Well, Tara has gone in.   Now I'll break Sugriva's neck.  [Ru&Ji-

ing forward.]    Stay, Sugrlva, stay,

Though Indra should protect thee or Lord Vishnu, once thou
comest to-day within my sight thou shalt not return
alive. (12)

This way, this way.

Sugrlva. As your Majesty commands.

[The two fight with their Ji$t&~\

Kama.  Look at Valin,

Biting his lips with protruding teeth, eyes red with rage, he
clenches tight his fists. Roaring dreadfully, the ape shines in
the fight, like the fire of dissolution on the point of blazing
forth. (13)

Lakslunana.  And look, noble brother, at Sugriva,

With eyes as red as a full-blown lotus, his stout arms bound
by golden bracelets, he makes for the monkey chief. But being
an ape, he neglects the tradition of good men and attacks his
elder brother. (14)

Valin has knocked Sugrlva down.

Hanuman.  Alas.    [Anxiously approaching Rama.]    Greeting, sire.

This is a bad business.

The monkey chief is strong, my master weak. Pray see the
state of things and bear in mind your pledge. (15)

Kama.  Do not be anxious, Hanuman.   The thing is done.   [Lets fly an

arrow.1   Ha, Valin falls.        *

Iiakshmana. There lies Valin.

With blood-stained limbs and red eyes bleeding, with long
arms stiff, he soon will see the world of the dead. He falls,

1 Sarup takes udagra in the sense * with hood raised up\   This is quite appropriate
of a cobra.